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It was about 2:30 in the afternoon and I snug-
gled under a worn quilt with a cup of pepper-
mint tea, listening to the defining sound of rain 
on the cabinôs tin roof. That morning, a couple 
of friends and I had set out shortly after sunrise 
for a hike up the mountain. We climbed straight 
up the old fire road until it met the National For-
est Trail. With a slightly gentler grade, we 
walked through dense trees coming to a flat 
meadow and then more trees, finally emerging 
above the tree line. We hiked on with that giddi-
ness that only oxygen deprivation and a stun-
ning view of the valley can produce. We 
stopped at an outcropping of rock to bask in the 
sun and eat our lunch, though it was barely 
10:00 a.m.   

It felt like we were in 
heaven up thereðthe 
food, the view, the com-
pany. I wanted to pack up 
and see what lay on the 
trail ahead, but my wise 
friends pointed westward 
to teeny fluffs of white 
cloud and insisted we 
head back. So, we began 
the trek backðsame trail 
with completely different 
views and feel. Down, 
down, down.  

Sure enough within the hour, we began to 
hear the sound of far off thunder, then the tem-
perature dropped. Digging for our jackets. we 
practically ran. With about a quarter of a mile to 
go, it reached usðbig drops of rain, lightning 
with the sound of thunder right behind. We 
sprinted for the cabin. On the porch, soaking 
wet and physically spent, we began to laugh 
and shiver and give thanksðwe were home 
safe. 

Later, under that blanket, listening to the af-
ternoon thunderstorm, I was grateful for the 
comforts of roof, safety, warmth, friends and 
nourishment. But I was also grateful for the dif-
ficult hike uphill, the scrapes, the blisters, the 
discomforts, the vistasðthe experience of the 
day. We humans crave comfort but we were 
also made for discomfort. 

Countless magazine articles, books and 
TedTalks espouse the benefits of getting out of 
your comfort zone. Discomfort, they teach, is 
the catalyst for growth, creativity, innovation, 
systemic change and personal transformation. 
If that is the case, then we are poised for some 
great growth right about now. We are experi-
encing UN-comfortableness these days.  Yes, 
many of us are privileged to enjoy the creature 
comforts of our homes, but we know discom-
forts as wellðnot being able to go where we 
want, see who we want, and do what we want; 
not knowing what the future will bring; worrying 
about those we love and ourselves; worrying 
about finances; worrying about our country, 
missing normalcyé. 

As people of faith, we are never promised a 
life of easeðquite the opposite. We are told to 
pick up our cross and follow (Matthew 16:24). 
We are people of the cross; we are people 
whose identities are forged in the wilderness. 
We are told to be strong and courageous 
(Joshua 1). We are assured over and over 
again that we will not be alone. We are given 
peace. We are given the Holy Spirit.  Following 
Jesus is an inherently difficult, uncomfortable 
path, perhaps even dangerous, but like a 
mountain hike, it is an adventure. If we let it, it 
will stretch us and give us unimaginable gifts. 

~ continued on page 11 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE:  

Sunday 10:30 AM  Worship on Zoom 
¶ Click on this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/755291341 
¶ Or to join by phone (audio only), dial (312) 626-6799 and enter Meeting ID: 755 291 341 

If you would like to borrow a loaner device to see the entire worshiping group, please contact Shamaine at 515-865-9927 
or Shamaine@windsorpc.org. 

Monday 9:30 AM  Lectionary Text Study   
¶ Click on this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/417789076 
¶ Or to join by phone (audio only), dial (312) 626-6799 and enter Meeting ID: 417 789 076 

Tuesday 10:30  AM Drop In  
¶ Click on this link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/801464229 
¶ Or to join by phone (audio only), dial  (312) 626-6799 and enter Meeting ID: 801 464 229 

Windsor On Wednesdays 
¶ Click on this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83956877212?pwd=T1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09   
¶ Or call (312) 626 6799. Meeting ID:  839 5687 7212  Password: 247 

Wednesdays 7:00 PM  EvenSong Worship Experience 

¶ Click https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83956877212?pwd=T1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09 

¶ Or call (312) 626 6799. Meeting ID:  839 5687 7212  Password: 247 

Thursdays 5:30 PM  Session Members Check In 

OTHER EVENTS:  

Tuesday, June 2 
The Des Moines Area Religious Council (DMARC) is organizing a time to mourn those who have died in Iowa of COVID-
19. On the first Monday of the month at noon WPC will join our neighbors across Iowa for a brief acknowledgement of the 
deaths that have occurred in the last month. We have been invited to toll our church bell for the people who have died 
over the past month of COVID-19. You are invited to pause at noon on Monday, June 2, to listen for church bells, play 
bells or another musical instrument outside your house, or simply play a bell or use the chime on your phone. All are invit-

ed to pause for prayer. 

Thursday, June 4 
CFUM Meal Preparation, noon 
Delivery, 4:00 PM 

Tuesday, June 9, 11:00 AM 
Second Tuesday Drop-In Lunch 

Thursday, June 11, 5:30 PM 
Stated Session Meeting 

Sunday, June 21 
Fatherôs Day 

Monday, June 22 
Newsletter Information Due 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F755291341&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cef8f7e86465c4cea418308d7fd9e0992%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256727513378956&sdata=OsXM33TEpu7ZcwwaVM5GtU%2BNoDoJLmWraAyFuy
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F417789076&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cef8f7e86465c4cea418308d7fd9e0992%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256727513388950&sdata=3PwH6TxFusTziCMqsG56zTs2J0p3Npzoy%2FCxy1
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F801464229&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cef8f7e86465c4cea418308d7fd9e0992%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256727513388950&sdata=jvnLgpWnJwmKGpV%2BxZ%2FxCzv8Rh7y3TuzUYAY
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83956877212%3Fpwd%3DT1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cef8f7e86465c4cea418308d7fd9e0992%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256727513398945&sda
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83956877212%3Fpwd%3DT1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cef8f7e86465c4cea418308d7fd9e0992%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256727513398945&sda
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WOW Is Back!  

WOW (Windsor On Wednesday) has returned at 6:30 PM 
every Wednesday. In this time of uncertainty, grief and 
isolation, the Psalms are a tremendous resource for ex-
pressing our faith and doubts, our wants and needs, our 
hopes and disappointments to our God. All things are al-
lowed--gratitude, reverence, hope and trust, as well as 
anger, frustration, discontent, grief and rage. 

To begin our study, we will consider Psalms of La-
ment as a way to give voice to our pain and our trust.  
Please bring a Bible; notebook, journal or paper; and 
something to write with. 

Schedule 
6:15-6:30  Gathering and Social Time 
6:30-6:55  ClassðPsalms of Lament 
6:55-7:00  Praying Together 

At 7:00 will move directly into our EvenSong service. 
Though you are welcome to leave after class, you are 
invited to stay for this holy, quiet service of prayer, song, 
scripture and poetry.  

CFUM Meal  

Our next CFUM meal 
delivery will be on 
June 4 and will follow 
the same regimen 
that has worked so 
well the last two 
months. Jim and Lin-
da will prepare the 
cheesy potato and 
ham casserole. Re-
quested donations 
are for cookies, rolls, 
and fresh veggies. 
And, of course, cash 
is always welcome! If 

you can supply any of these things or are able to assist in 
packaging, please contact Jim Newsom at 515-971-3504 
or jimbobob@yahoo.com. 

If you canôt make it this time, our next meal will be pre-
pared and delivered on July 2. 

Next  
CFUM 

Dinners  

June 4 

July 2 

August 6 

 

 

Josh & Joselynn McKenna  

 
                     A Baby Is Coming!  

The McKennasô new baby will be here soon! 
The McKennas have 2 daughters, Keira and 
Anastasia, and now are expecting their third 
child. The due date is June 9, but babies tend 
to have their own timeline. Let us welcome this 
new babe into Windsor Presbyterian by having 
an unconventional baby shower! Whether you 
like to shop or just donate to the cause, all gifts 

are welcome. You may contact Ruth Hardin (515-633-7968 or 
ruth.crossroads@gmail.com) to find out what the McKennas need and to make arrangements to have your gift or 
money picked up. You may also send them to the church, put in the locked mailbox (if small), or drop off on Tues-
days or Thursdays during Annôs office hours. It will be great to have the ñbaby showerò funds or baby gifts by June 
27. 

 

 

Joselynn & Josh McKenna  

mailto:ruth.crossroads@gmail.com
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Virtual Worship  

We are committed to being the body of Christ for our com-
munity and our members, showing the love that Jesus 
taught, while keeping our community as safe as possible. 
For that reason, we will continue to worship online for the 
foreseeable future. As we have done over the past few 
weeks, we will look for opportunities for outdoor gather-
ings, employing best practices, such as limiting our num-
bers, keeping our distance, wearing masks, hand wash-
ing, and sanitizing surfaces. 

At this time we are celebrating the sacrament of com-
munion virtually every Sunday. Please have your bread/
cracker and wine/juice (whatever you have) ready. 

On Wednesday evenings a small group is gathering on 
Zoom for EvenSong, a beautiful and contemplative time 
of worship. Together we explore and reimagine creative 
and thoughtful online worship through scripture, poetry, 
readings, reflections, prayer and music. It is quickly be-
coming a Spiritual Oasis for those of us who are attend-
ing, like a drink for the thirsty soul. (It is the same link as 
WOW if you are already attending that.) 

¶ Click https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83956877212?
pwd=T1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09   

¶ Or call (312) 626-6799   and enter Meeting ID: 839 
5687 7212    Password: 247 

 

6/7 
 
 
 

6/14 
 
 
 

6/21 
 
 
 

6/28 

Trinity Sunday 
Luke 11:1-13 
Bread 
 
Pentecost 2 
Luke 17:1-10 
Forgiveness 
 
Pentecost 3 
Luke 18:1-8 
Justice 
 
Pentecost 4 
Luke 18:9-14 
Mercy 

Makya and Nicole 
enjoy Natalieõs 
puppet during  
virtual worship.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83956877212%3Fpwd%3DT1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3f775e83f40c4e3d517d08d7fd03b55e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256064671357229&sda
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83956877212%3Fpwd%3DT1NaUFg2U1l6d0RLL2RlTzFBam1IUT09&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3f775e83f40c4e3d517d08d7fd03b55e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637256064671357229&sda
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(Let the office know if we are  
missing your birthday  
or anniversary.) 

3 

4 

4 

8 

12 

13 

14 

19 

20 

20 

22 

23 

24 

25 

28 

David Steenson 

Robin Aksamit 

Cindy Ray 

Ron Grohe 

Ekram Kachu 

Laura Ward 

Brook Wade 

Duncan Leitch 

Gilda Borchert 

Dan Hostager 

Brad Behrens 

Stephen King 

Mukhtar Mukhtar 

Lieb Chol 

Michael Aksamit 

Birthdays 

10 

15 

16 

19 

21 

29 

Jim & Anita Behrens 

Dick & Becky Woods 

Steve & Lori Pope 

Larry & Sandy Haver 

Ron & Glenna Grohe 

Leon & Lucy Sanderson 

Anniversaries 

Volunteers Needed:   

ß Typist:  Are you a fast typist? Would you like to type closed captions during our 
zoom worship? If this is your gift, it might be a good one to share with the congre-
gation.   

ß Social Media: We would welcome some help with Facebook, Instagram, website 
content, etc. 

ß Photographers:  We are looking for a few good lenses. Volunteers will photo-
graph the church community in front of their homes. 

Photos  

Since we canôt be together in person, letôs get creative in 
how we see each other. We will begin putting together a 
ñFront Porch Directory.ò  Volunteer photographers (could 
this be you?) will set up a time to come by your house and take a photo and you at 
your house. Family members, pets and anything else you would like to have in the 
photo to let us now about your life, are encouraged. If it is possible, it would also be 
great if you would send Ann or Shamaine a picture of you zooming into worship on 
Sunday morning. We would love to see your set-up! 

2nd Tuesday Drop -In Lunch  

Weather permitting, on June 9 we will begin a ñ2nd Tuesday Drop-In 
Lunch.ò We will meet at Nationôs Green on University at 11:00 AM. 
Bring your folding chair and your lunch. We will find some shade, sit 8 
feet apart, and enjoy our brown bag lunches together. 

(To add or remove a name, contact the church office.) 

Prayer 
Requests  

 

Recent Prayers: Phyllis Bryan, Joni Bryan 
(Chuck and Phyllisô daughter), Family of 
Dean Bryan (Chuckôs brother), Norma Grinstead (Linda Newsomôs moth-
er), Wanda Hill, Randi Perez, Dick and Becky Woods 

Continuing Prayers: Michael Aksamit, Keith Baker, Bill Bishop, Jim & 
Georgia Burnes, Jean Carlston, Dick Cox, Glenna Grohe, Duncan Leitch, 

Virginia Nichols, Ross Paschall, Steve Pope, Marylu Zimmerman 

Friends of the Church: Kayla and Marvin (Angie King), Nancy Jo Baker (Barb Pomeroy), Ted 
Bailey (Barb Pomeroy), Mary Bishop (Bill), Jean Bower, Rev. Bill & Vickie Brown, Gisma Butras 
(Esther Chol), Will Cox, Darrel Cox, Donna Eckham, Linda Hohertz (Dick Cox), Ken & Kathy King 
(Stephenôs parents), Anna Krull (Jayne Owen & Dwight Tomes), Eric Lawlor, Ken Lee (Laura Ward), 
David Leitch (Duncan), Marge Liggitt, Chris McDougal Family, Derek Mullennax (Ruth Hardin), the 
Ray Family, Carol Weddell (Barb Pomeroy), Marilee Westergaard & Mark Westergaard (Angie 
King), Kelly Ray, Susie Anderson, Jasper & Quincy (Kings) 
  

 

 


